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Adoration

For 33 years Blessed Trinity Parish has had the great
blessing of having the Blessed Sacrament exposed 24
hours a day in a chapel specially designed for that
purpose.

Over the years we have invited special guest homilists to
speak on the blessings of our 24-hour adoration chapel.
Fr. Martin Lucia was the first such homilist. Sign up sheets
in the pews enabled us to get about 400 committed
weekly adorers.

In the U.S. about 20%+ people move every year. So, we are always
looking for new adorers. We need to replace the people who are
moving away. We need to replace all the adorers each year who pass
on from this life. But, more so, we need to keep on encouraging all our
parishioners and friends to make at least a weekly visit before the
exposed Blessed Sacrament in our chapel. Numerous people drop in
for a visit each day — people who do not have a committed hour each
week. It is our prayer and our hope that they will be inspired to select
a fixed hour each week for adoration.

At present, we have 247 committed adorers. And we have 67
substitutes who can be called to fill in an hour when the regular
adorer is on vacation or on the sick list. For many years our adoration
chapel was left unlocked day and night. Whenever had any real serious
trouble leaving it open. But because a few began to sleep there
overnight, we put a combination lock on the door. Anyone who
sincerely wants to make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament can easily get
the code to access the adoration chapel.

We have been truly blessed over the years to get very dedicated
directors to run this ministry. Presently Carol Blackstock (352-622-
7348) is our coordinator and has been doing a fantastic job for 11
years. Karen Taylor (RIP) effectively ran this ministry for about 10 years
and spent many, many hours weekly before the Blessed Sacrament.
Each director tries to have 3 or 4 assistant directors. If the Holy Spirit
inspires you to consider helping out, | know Carol Blackstock would
love to talk to you.

All BT classes, from K to 8" grade, spend up to ten minutes as quietly
as a class can before the Blessed Sacrament a few times a month. They
are growing in their love for Jesus and getting used to spending quiet
time with Jesus (without their gadgets).

If you are a parent, consider making a quiet visit with Jesus in the

adoration chapel. Just drop in with your entire family at a time that

suits your family. You will be leaving your children lasting, beautiful,

?acred memories that will have a profoundly good effect on their
utures.

A Franciscan priest, Fr. David Wathen OFM, is coming on the weekend
of January 10/11 to preach the homily with special emphasis on

. adoration. Do your best to get inspired by Fr. David on that weekend.

Spread the word. We will try to have new sign-up sheets for a weekly
hour in adoration. Our goal always has been to get two committed

. adorers every hour of the 24-hour day.
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My name is Mike Starling and | am the Dean of
Students here at Blessed Trinity Catholic School. This
is year 20 here at Blessed Trinity. Despite working
here for as long as | have, our family just converted
to Catholicism this past year. Quite simply, it was
the best decision that our family has ever made. We
are truly and completely at home at Blessed Trinity.

For 20 years, | have attended school and weekend
masses, graduations, weddings and funerals at
Blessed Trinity. | remained on the outside looking in
and | thought Stewardship didn’t completely apply
to me. | methodically and intentionally picked the
parts that were convenient. Perhaps others do the
same. For me, the treasure part was a little more
difficult, but | recognized that | could give my time.

In my capacity as teacher, administrator, and the
school’s athletic director for 19 years, | spent many
hours here on campus, often arriving around 6:30
a.m. and staying until 9 or 10:00 at night. | thought,
“that’s a lot of time that I've given and that’s
enough”. While accurate, it wasn’t truly giving
because it didn’t come from my heart. In fact, for a
very long time, | resented being on campus as much
as | was.

However, through continual prayer before and
during our family’s conversion process, | realized
that | didn’t need to be here less. God was calling
me to be here more! In the past year and a half or
so, I've found that being here for school days or
school related events have reinvigorated me, having
found a newfound purpose to truly teach as a
vocation and as our school’s mission statement says,
“to inspire a
lifelong pursuit
of learning and
living the
Catholic faith.”

Now, not only
do I no longer
resent being
here, but | miss
it when I’'m
not. Giving of
my time and
talents is no
longer a
resentment
but rather, a
true blessing.

My name is John Garri and this is my
wife Robbi. We have been members of
Blessed Trinity since 1989. The Sunday
when we first heard of the Stewardship
Way of Life, | think we were like so
many of our peers - comfortable with
giving a token amount each week. Robbi
and | discussed the importance of giving
our first fruits to God and began taking
our first steps.

Shortly after, Fr. Pat reached out to me
to share my time and talents. | am
currently chairman of Trinity Catholic
High School Finance Committee and
have previously served on Trinity
Catholic’s Board of Directors.

Robbi’s witness: Sharing my Time and
Talent started when our two children
were young. | taught Vacation Bible
School every summer and prepared the
Children’s Liturgy Bulletin.

Currently | am Vice President of Blessed
Trinity’s Council of Catholic Women
where | have made many friends and
enjoy participating in service projects. |
volunteer with the Bereavement
Ministry and at Brother’s Keeper.

| find my time volunteering very
rewarding and a blessing. | have always
felt my faith is a growing thing and God
is not done with me yet.
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ABOUT ME

FR. WILLIAM BURNS

When | was asked to write a Triangle article
introducing myself to the parish, the first thing
that came to mind was the letter that our
bishop, the Most Reverend John Noonan, wrote
to introduce me to all of you.Since my journey
was a bit long and winding, | would like to begin
by sharing some of his words . . .

Father Burns moved from Massachusetts to
Wildwood, Florida with his parents when he was
eight years old. Feeling a calling to the priesthood
but unsure of which path to take, he received a
bachelor’s degree in Religious Studies and English
from Saint Leo College. He imagined he would serve
the Church as a layperson. Then he pursued and
earned a Master of Theological Studies at Weston
Jesuit School of Theology in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, now part of Boston College.

Missing home, he returned to Florida and worked at
St. Timothy Catholic Church, Lady Lake in 1996 as
Director of Adult Education.In 1998, he married and
had his daughter, Sarah Rose, two years later.
Eventually, the couple parted, and the marriage was
annulled.

When he worked at Trinity Catholic High School,
Ocala, several clergy and religious invited him to
consider a vocation to the priesthood. He was
surprised by the suggestion as he had been married
and had a child but felt he had time to discern as he
had to wait until Sarah Rose was old enough and
secure in college. Ultimately deciding to pursue a
vocation to the priesthood, his daughter, Sarah
Rose, supported his decision.

As | was completing my four years of seminary
at Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary in
Weston, Massachusetts, Bishop Noonan

informed me of his decision to assign me to
Blessed Trinity. | was both extremely delighted
and surprised. How beautiful it is for me to return
to the region of our diocese that | have always
called home and to enter priestly ministry under a
true mentor, Fr. Pat Sheedy.

Following my Ordination on May 24th, | began my
assignment as a Parochial Vicar of Blessed Trinity
on June 6th. That first weekend at Blessed Trinity
was very moving. After every Mass, people would
come up to me and say something to the effect of,
“You don’t know us, but you taught our child at
Trinity Catholic”, or former students — now in their
late 20s or early 30s — would introduce me to
their children. It was so heartwarming to see
familiar faces and to be welcomed by new ones. |
have been struck by the vibrancy of this parish, its
multigenerational involvement, and its self-giving.
| must say, it is quite a blessing to celebrate a
school Mass and look out to see 700 children!

Prior to seminary, | had spent 23 years as a
professional in parish and school ministry.
However, priestly ministry is new to me. Our
community has been very kind and patient as |
have been learning the practice of being a priest. |
ask everyone to continue having patience with me
as a grow in my priestly identity and grow in my
understanding of our parish. Please accept my
gratitude to all of you for your support and
encouragement. Please know that | am grateful to
Fr. Pat, Fr. Zbigniew, and our staff who have been
so good to me. Most of all, please keep me in your
prayers, as | will be keeping all of you in mine. As |
recently told Bishop Noonan, “There’s nowhere
else I'd rather be”.
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Nestled in the heart of Ocala, La Guadalupana stands as a
beacon of faith, compassion, and community service. The
mission’s history traces back to 1996 when some mainly
Mexican families in the Ocala Estates area (known as
Little Mexico) would gather weekly to pray the Rosary,
and what began as a small dream on a three-acre plot of
land has grown into a thriving mission dedicated to
spiritual growth, education and outreach to those most in
need.

To the generosity of vision of architect Nicolas Mansito,
who designed the building; builder Miguel Ferrer; and the
committed contribution of the community with the
project, donating labor, clearing land, etc; made the
construction of the church possible. Their contribution
laid the foundation, both literally and spiritually, for what
would become one of Ocala’s most active and welcoming
mission churches.

When the mission first opened its
doors in 2001, it sat on three acres of
land, a humble beginning for what
would soon blossom into a vibrant
hub of ministry. In 2007 with the
generosity of Mr. Bill Del Zotto —
owner of Del Zotto Concrete - a house
was built to house the Hermanas
Catequistas Misioneras (Missionary
Catechist Sisters) who arrived in 2007.

Early on, parish leaders saw a need to
support local families and children,
and in an extraordinary act of
collaboration and goodwill, they
reached out to a local Day Care enter.
A special lease was created, offering
the use of the space for just S1 per
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year, and the RCMA La
Guadalupana Child
Development Center
opened its doors in 2016.
The partnership has since
helped nurture and educate
countless children in a safe
and faith-filled environment
for the little ones.

As the community
expanded, so did the
mission’s outreach. With
faith and foresight, the
parish purchased an
additional five acres,
allowing room for ministries
and projects that would
further serve the people of
Ocala and beyond. One of
the most significant
accomplishments born from
this growth was the
establishment of a Clinic for
the uninsured and low-
income families, developed
in partnership with Catholic

Charities. In 2016 this vital
facility started providing
compassionate care and
medical assistance to those
who might otherwise go
without, embodying the
mission’s Gospel call to
serve “the least of these”.

From this sacred space,
several ministries now
thrive, ranging from faith
formation and youth
programs to food
distribution, family support,
ministries for the sick and
homebound, and
community outreach
initiatives. Each ministry
reflects the spirit of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, bringing
hope, love, and faith to
everyone who walks
through the mission’s
doors.
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As the mission continues to grow, new
challenges arise. In today’s world,
ensuring the safety of parishioners
and children is of primer importance.
For this reason, a security gate at the
entrance was installed this November.
In the upcoming months a new $1
million plus building will be erected to
accommodate the ever-growing
religious education classes for
children, youth, young people and
adults.

From its humble beginnings to its
present-day role as a cornerstone of
faith and service in Ocala, La
Guadalupana Catholic Mission joyfully
celebrates its 25" anniversary, giving
thanks to God for a quarter century of
faith, service, and community. With
gratitude for the past and hope for
the future, we honor all who have
helped this mission grow and continue
to shine Christ’s light guided by love,
generosity, and the intercession of
Our Blessed Mother.
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') My name is Gladys Moscote. Stewardship may be new to you but it was practiced by the first ChristiaQ
who lived during the time of Jesus. They saw the needs of their community, shared all their money, and
used it for the benefit of everyone. Through the gifts and talents that everyone had, they helped to
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. Matthew 10:8, says: "Freely you have received; freely give." Stewards
are not volunteers—we are simply grateful disciples who serve Christ as He taught His disciples.

It has been a year since we arrived in Ocala. Since then, our spiritual and family growth has increased
through our attendance at Mission La Guadalupana, where we have noticed that many young people
participate. | want to take this opportunity to call on parents to offer some of their time to help with
whatever is needed at this mission. In this way, we are supporting the mystical body of Christ, using the
gifts He has given us to evangelize and be a living testimony of Christ through our example.

Our duty as parents is to continue guiding our children and persevering in spiritual life, insisting on Mass
every Sunday, teaching our children the importance of keeping the commandments, praying as a family,
and helping in whatever is needed in our community. God also calls us to use our time, talents, and
resources to help the poorest and meet the needs of our church! Christian Stewardship is a way of life.
Start putting it into practice!

S /

My name is Nila Gomez Cardona, and | am Ecuadorian. It was \
through my children that | learned what Christian stewardship is.
When my daughter was in Kindergarten, | had the opportunity to
participate in the Carnival, and year after year | came to
understand what it meant to give of my time, my talent, and my
treasure for the good of the community. Despite not being fluent
in English, | always had people around me who helped me and
made me feel useful. | was part of the Welcome Committee for
parents who only spoke Spanish to explain to them what Christian
Stewardship was.

| was a chaperone on school trips and helped for many years

M selling ice cream in the cafeteria. | continued collaborating with

“ Carnivals until 2012. That year, | was diagnosed with a cancerous

tumor in my head. | had to undergo 7 % hours of surgery to

remove most of it. | still have 30% that could not be removed.

After my surgery, and having no family to take care of my children,

| it was my Christian family—the parents and classmates of my

| children—who took care of taking them to school and their day to
| day activities. | am extremely grateful to the Blessed Trinity

community, the parents, the students, and Father Pat.

After | recovered, | was unable to work. | continued selling ice cream from Monday to Friday and joined
the Covenant Mission Team ministry.

Many people ask me why | continue to serve the church even though my children have already
graduated from university, as if Christian responsibility had an expiration date! | serve the Lord in
gratitude for my husband, for my children, for my health, for the angels He has sent me in my difficult
situations because CHRIST is the most important thing for me; that is why | live the lifestyle of a
esponsible Christian.

l
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Hi. I’'m Judy Vokes. | buried my husband here 8
years ago. And I’'m here to tell you why | support
the Stewardship Way of Life.

I've always believed in giving back. This has
meant setting aside monies for charities,
teaching CCD, serving on multiple boards,
including local charities and the President of the
School Board of the best Catholic high school in
NH.

When we moved to Ocala, we tried the closest
Catholic Church, but it didn’t meet our needs.
After checking out multiple churches, we
became parishioners at Blessed Trinity Church
because we felt better after leaving the Mass
than when we arrived. While we donated to the
church from the beginning, we didn’t embrace
the Stewardship Way of Life. That didn’t occur
until my husband’s passing.

That was when | discovered that serving others
helped me in the grief process. | joined the
Bereavement Ministry and served meals after
funerals because | could identify with this. Just

before Covid, | asked to be a minister to the sick.

| currently bring communion to a nursing home
weekly, my homebound neighbors weekly, and
Advent Hospital as a substitute. | am also active
in other charity work. | lead a community group
that supports the SoZo kids who live in abject
poverty in the Ocala National Forest.

I’'m working on giving my treasure but haven’t
quite made it to tithing. Please, join me in the
Stewardship Way of Life. It’s a very positive way
of living in a very negative world.

=\

x&%

My name is Bob Flynn.My wife Ann and |
moved to Ocala 10 years ago when |
retired. We discovered Blessed Trinity
about 6 months after we moved. This
parish fits our needs to serve God.

We discovered Stewardship shortly after
our infant son was called back home with
God. Ann and | knew this was God’s plan,
but we did not understand why. We asked
God to give us an answer. He began to
answer us through the parable of the Good
Samaritan when Jesus said, “Go and do
thou also in like manner”. About 4 weeks
later we found out that three other couples
were facing the same situation. We reached
out to all 3 and counseled them. Helping
these couples was very fulfilling. We
became involved with ministries and
organizations in our parish.

After moving and discovering Blessed
Trinity, | told Ann that | knew | could be a
Reader of the Word. Being a Reader allows
me to use some of the talents God gave
me. This helps me give back to God and
thank Him for all the talents he gave to me
and Ann.

God gave each of us talents, treasure, and
blessings that we need to share and give to
others.

Please find
a way to
give back to
God
through
getting
involved in
ministries
and parish
organiza-
tions. You
will feel
great joy
and an
uplifting of
your soul.
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My name is Brandi Stallman. Last March, we
bought a place in Ocala, and we found our new

spiritual home at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church.

We instantly fell in love with the spirit here and
knew it was the right place for us.

Andrew and | own a company that supplies
homes and classrooms to the governments in
the Southern African Development Community
region of Africa, which made it easy for me to
justify giving overseas rather than locally. | also

{ volunteered with my children’s sports, colleges,
and church activities because it benefited our
family. But after some reflection, | realize | need
to do better locally, recognizing how much I've
been blessed.

As it says in Luke 12:48 “ Everyone who has been
given much will be responsible for much, and
much more will be expected from the one who
has been given more.” | have seen and walked
with the poor, watched children be educated
and become great leaders in their country, and |
understand their needs. | know God expects me
to give all my gifts, including my time and
talents, and also my tithing. It’s not just one or
the other. Let’s make a pledge to do better and
remember all that God has given us. Proverbs
3:9 says “ Honor the Lord with your wealth, with
the first fruits of your produce, then your barns
will be filled with grain, and your vats will
overflow with new wine.”

| am so thankful for Jesus Christ, and | want Him
to say to me when we meet, “ Well done, thou
& good and faithful servant.” ( Matthew 25: 21)
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| am Glen Fiorello and | believe there are no
coincidences with the Good Lord.

Recently | attended a morning Mass at a ‘
chapel in Mississippi. After Mass | saw two i
Sisters and for whatever reason | asked =
what their order was. After talking for
about 30 minutes, they said that | should
become an evangelist! And yes, they were 3
serious!

The next morning the Sisters told me their
Mother Superior wanted to meet me. We
talked at length and decided that the Lord
brought us together for a purpose. They
agreed and cleared their calendars for one
year from now when | am back in
Mississippi to discuss the issue. Yep, the
Good Lord always has a great plan. | hope
you share your experiences with others.

Stewardship for me started with the

offering envelopes as a great way to

support the Church. | set a reasonable
budget and it always works for me. Luke
6:38 addresses Stewardship for me: “Give |
and it will be given to you; for the measure
you give will be the measure you get back.”

\

You also have the option of stopping by the
Stewardship room just inside the church
doors and

seeing

what’s there

to help you

with your

stewardship.

The church

office also

has

Stewardship

materials

available.

God Bless
and | hope
this helps
you with
your
Stewardship
Way of Life.
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Our names are Nancy and Jose Ortiz. Have you heard the \
word 'Corresponsabilidad’ or 'Stewardship' (in English)? We
heard it shortly after arriving at Blessed Trinity, and at first,

we thought it was a coincidence, but then we realized it was
something sent by God.

We arrived in Ocala on June 1, 2024. We arrived by chance, at
least that's what we thought. We came looking for a place to
live while we looked for a house in Gainesville, where we
planned to live. Whenever we arrive in a new place, the first
thing my wife does is look for the nearest church, especially
one with Mass in Spanish. On June 2, we arrived at Blessed
Trinity. In front of us was a couple from Colombia; they asked
us if it was our first time visiting the church. We answered
yes. They seemed very enthusiastic. Their joy was
remarkable, and we didn’t understand why. That kindness
impressed us and | thought about how someone who had just met us could make us feel so special! We
understood that it was not by chance that we met, but something that came from God.

Christian Stewardship is something we have been practicing without knowing it had a name, guided by
the word of God (1 Peter 4:10). We have all received gifts from our Lord and have the duty to manage
them in the service of God. How can we carry out our work? By invoking the Holy Spirit to instruct us
and help us discover our gifts.

My name is Adelina Rosa. My husband Juan and | moved tc\
Ocala in April 2023, after my retirement. We immediately
looked for Catholic churches with Masses in Spanish. What
impressed me the most about Blessed Trinity was the large
Hispanic community and how the young people participated

in the Eucharist. | loved seeing Father Z. receive the offerings
from the children. | noticed an active community that taught
even the youngest to give from what they received and
contribute to the needs of the Church.

God has given me many blessings, and upon retiring, | felt the
desire to be a grateful disciple, using my time, talent, and
treasures. Retirement meant | had the time, but what talents
did | have to offer? | found the answer in the bulletin. Help
was needed in the Hispanic ministry office. God gave me
administrative talents that | had used in a 41-year career. This
was the moment to thank God for that gift and put those
talents at His service.

By being part of the Hispanic ministry office, | have had the opportunity to meet other wonderful people
who are not only friends but extended family. Every time | can help someone who reaches out to the
office, it shows me that giving brings more satisfaction than acquiring anything. | feel the greatness of
God's love in my life. God called me to serve, and now He calls me to serve as a witness. And | tell you;
“God is calling you too”. How will you serve God with the gifts that God has given you, with your time,
Talent, and treasure? When we serve others, we imitate Christ.
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FREE CREDIT REPAIR
BEFORE YOU APPLY.

WE'RE NOT JUST LENDERS — WE SOLVE PROBLEMS TO
GET YOU MORTGAGE-READY
LET'S BUILD YOUR APPROVAL PATH TOGETHER.
CALL TODAY 352-755-6343

FREE CREDIT REPAIR

THE FIRST STEP TO YOUR NEW HOME.
HELPING FAMILIES ONE HOME AT A TIME - WE FIX CREDIT,
THEN BUILD YOUR HOME.

YOU COULD BE NEXT - CALL NOW TO GET STARTED
352-675-3144

N DeLUCA

- FRANK & ANGELA DELUCA

“DelLuca Makes

| 6715 SW Hwy 200, Ocala, Fl 34476
| 5 miles west of I-75 on Hwy 200

Jwﬁ
o (352) 8543030

www.CastleCarpetsandinteriors.com

Reliable Cloud Based
Business Phone Systems
(352) 509-5278

COLTECHVOICE.COM

cﬂH ColTech

600 S. Magnolia Ave. * Ocala, FL 34471
352-629-0736 « Fax 352-732-0311
www.concordprintocala.com
service@concordprintocala.com
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1 P W BREATHING CENTER
BUD & Janlce FE'gUSOn & F‘ﬂ, mesm1973 ACCREDITED BY THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF SLEEP MEDICINE
Juan Albino, MD

Board Certified in Sleep & Pulmonary Medicine

352-751-4955  Fax888-716-2004

www.villagesleeplab.com
Next to the Villages Regional Hospital

AndrewsLemek

Tax Services

Daniel B. Andrews, C.P.A.
Joyce Lemek, E. A.

200 SE 17th St., Ocala, Florida 34471

Ph: 352.351.8833 Fax: 352.352.2790
www.andrewslemek.com

Lawrence J. Sutton, D.D.S., PA.

Comprehensive Dentistry

(352) 620-0094

2825 S.E. 17th Street
Ocala, FL 34471
www.suttondentistry.com
Lifetime Parishioner




