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PARISH LIFF

JANUARY 11, 2026 ~ THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

MISSION STATEMENT: Blessed Trinity Catholic Church Stewardship Community recognizes Jesus is Lord. We believe that
our Time, Talent and Treasure are gifts from God to be used for the spiritual, educational and social needs of
our community, the Diocese and the world at large, especially the poor.

Parish Staff 629.8092

Sr. Juliet Ateenyi Ministry to Sick x3211
JNakalema@blessedtrinity.org

Katherine Baker Business Manager x3218
kbaker@blessedtrinity.org

Megan Losito Blessed Trinity School 622.5808
mlosito@btschool.org

Lori Berndt Elder Care 671.2823
Iberndt@blessedtrinity.org

Jason Halstead Brother’s Keeper 622.3846
jason@bkocala.org

Lori Moenter Parish Bookkeeper x3228
Imoenter@blessedtrinity.org

Sue Lanier Stewardship x3208
slanier @blessedtrinity.org

Paul Miranda Plant Manager 804.2415
pdminv@yahoo.com

Sr. Concepta Najjemba Soup Kitchen 789.8139

cnajjemba@yahoo.com

Parish Secretary x3201
mgunn@blessedtrinity.org

Director of Music & Liturgy ~ x3202
crabe @blessedtrinity.org

Melinda Gunn

Colleen Rabe

Scott Bolton Angels in Arms 622.6167
sbolton@btaia.org

Lydia Ross Youth Ministry x 3222
Iross@blessedtrinity.org

Ana Vanegas Faith Formation x3221
avanegas@blessedtrinity.org

Trinity Catholic High School 622.9025

Lou Pereira President

Tammie Vassou Principal

NEW PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME to stop by the
Church Office to register Monday through Friday 8:00am
to 5:00pm or online at www.blessedtrinity.org, click on
join us.

BAPTISM: We are pleased to help your family prepare for
the special event of your child’s entrance into our faith
community. To help parents and godparents prepare, a
class (English) is held the 2nd Tuesday of each month at
7:30pm in the Community Center and in Spanish the 2nd
Saturday of each month at 9:00am at Guadalupana.
Parents and Godparents must attend this class prior to
scheduling baptism.

MARRIAGES: If you are planning to be married at Blessed
Trinity, your preparation process should begin at least four
(4) months prior to desired date. We look forward to
helping you during your time of engagement and
preparation for the vocation of Christian marriage. Call
the Church Office for an appointment with one of our
priests.

SICK CALLS AND HOSPITAL VISITS: If you or a family
member are in a local hospital or homebound and would
like to receive Communion or Sacrament of the Sick,
please call the Church Office at 629.8092 or Sister Juliet at
x3211. When registering at the hospital, put your name on
the Catholic List.

PARISH APP: Download at myparishapp.com or search
your phone’s app store for myParish

John T. Driscoll, PA. Au*o
Certified Public R iy
oot INSURANCE ;>
Individuals, Corporations, Partnerships,
Estates and Trusts

411 S.W. 2nd Street

Ocala, Florida 34471

(352) 351-4121
Fax (352) 351-5672

825 S.E. 3rd Ave., Ste. 200, Ocala, (352) 622-5664
Family Parishioner Since 1982

*" Countryside Funeral Home
Marion County’s Catholic Family
Owned & Operated Funeral Home

JAMES P. BYRNE
Director/Owner
Parishioner since 1992

(352) 620-2006

AR - IDRAKE

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

352.867.8101

DrakeConstructionServices.com
Commercial & Residential

Holland Drake

Lic# CBC053671

CALL
352-629-8092
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MEN'S FASHION

Phone: 352-237-4747

Address: 3100 SW College Rd. Suite 280A
Ocala, Fl 34474

Email: sales@todays-male.com

Website: www.todays-male.com

)\1@7{_ ., Caring for Ocala’s Families for Over 100 Years
7{' Planning ahead is an act of love.
o

‘We're here to help you prepare with compassion,

5 whether caring for a loved one who is aging, ill, or
2 - making arrangements for yourself.
N Faithful service. Local care. Peace of mind.
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oy Roberts

Locally Owned and Operated » Available 24/7 » (352) 537-8111  RobertsFuncrals.com

EAST CHAPEL
2739 SE Maricamp Road,
Ocala, FL 34471

DOWNTOWN CHAPEL WEST CHAPEL
606 SW 2nd Ave, 6241 SW State Rd 200,
Ocala, FL 34471 Ocala, FL 34476

DR. QUINN FAMILY DENTISTRY

DBA: Churchill Dental Excellence  Kayleen Quinn, DMD
430 SE 17th Street

Ocala, FL 34471

Phone: (352) 732-3425

STEWARDSHIP BY THE BOOK

Our Baptism, like the Lord’s, is a consecration to service. The bishops’ pastoral on stewardship reminds us
that “...there is a fundamental obligation arising from the Sacrament of Baptism that people place their
gifts, their resources—their selves—at God’s service in and through the church.”

HIERS-BAXLEY

&) CgMEMORIAL PARK

910 E. Silver Springs Blvd, Ocala, FL 34470
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of Central Florida
Accepting New Patients for
General Dermatology,
Mohs Surgery, and Cosmetics

Carla Bailey Cassandra Slavens
PAC APRN

352-259-6553

OCALA OFFICE NOW OPEN

3200 SW 34th Ave, Suite 202A
Ocala, FL 34474

10973 SE 175th Place, Suite 100,
Summerfield, FL 34491

4841 S. Pine Ave.

(Across from the
Ocala Drive-In Theatre)

LIVESTREAMING

Please be advised that the Mass is being filmed,
broadcast, and/or videotaped, including audio
recording. Your attendance at Mass constitutes your
consent to these recordings, and to the use of the
recordings by the church for public communications,
social media, evangelization, and other business or
religious purposes. God bless and thank you for
attending Mass at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church.

Ministry of the Week
Respect Life

Respect Life promotes respect life from
conception to natural death through education,
prayer, and support.

Vince Lombardi 352.282.9008
respectlife@blessedtrinity,org

OLDEBUSTYBARN
ANTIQUES

4350 SE 98th Lane ~ Belleview, FL 34420

352-203-4950 ~ OldeRustyBarn.com
Hours: Wed-Sun 10a-6p

352-401-1801
www.waynes-world.com

REALTOR

@geoffmrealtor

®813-422-4561

@ www.beautifultampahomes.com
@ gmikulka@gmail.com

Q 217 SE 1st Ave Suite 200-122
Ocala, FL 34471

ASHLAR

REALTY

JUBAKER ENTERPRISES

352-361-4549
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GUTTERS?
h

DEAN & DEAN

ATTORNEYS AT LAw

(15352) 368-2800
Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning
Free Initial Consultation

230 N.E. 25th Avenue « Ocala, FL 34470

We clean & install leaf guards!
GOODEN ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTING, INC.

DAVID GOODEN

PRESIDENT

QW) ;
EC 13002697 e 14 38-4.390
LICENSED & INSURED p— ‘%3 6 9‘_015;5;5

DAVID@GOODENELECTRIC.COM

Lifelong Parishioner

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL RECTORY AT 629-8092
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A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT

Saint Matthew’s story of the baptism of Jesus is an appropriate scripture reading to reflect on
our own baptism. Jesus’ baptism has been understood as a symbol of his death. Baptism is the
sacrament by which we die to an old life of sin and enter a new life of grace. We “put on
Christ.” To be a good steward of one’s baptism means to accept that one has new life in the
risen Lord and is willing to be guided by the life of Jesus. As this year begins to unfold, reflect
on the meaning of your own baptism, and how you might make an even deeper commitment
to a new life in Christ Jesus.

WORSHIP

JANUARY 11, 2026 ~ THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

New Parishioners:

STEWARD OF THE WEEK
Live Nativity Participants

Gustavo Carrillo, Andreina Mavarez &
Annabella Carrillo Mavarez

The parish Religious Education ministry
would like to thank everyone that helped
make our Live Nativity a success! Hoping

next year is even bigger and better!

Mengo & Bertrand Joseph
Enrique, Ana & Judy Cabrera
Mark & Sabina Mahoney

Thank you for being faithful Baptisms:
stewards! Gabriel Maximiliano Chapa
Luka Nikolai Ali

e (w0

Ambrose Wayne Rowe

William Jude Rafferty

Father Pat’s 3rd Sacrament Meeting

Fr. Pat’s 3rd Sacrament meeting will be this
Sunday, January 11th at 9:55am in the gym.

This is a mandatory meeting for all parents and
children that are making their First Holy
Communion or Confirmation.

Please try to make it to

this meeting but if you

can’t, there will be a o
make-up meeting on 'MpofANT
Saturday, January 17th

at 9am in the chapel.

Today marks the close of the Christmas season, but before we return to Ordinary Time, we have one more great feast to
celebrate — The Baptism of the Lord. Today’s feast is a perfect opportunity to consider the privileges and
responsibilities we all share as Christian stewards by virtue of our own Baptism.

At the moment of our Baptism, we became adopted sons and daughters of God, members of his holy, Catholic Church.
Though we may not have realized it, the moment of our Baptism is also the moment we become Christian stewards,
disciples of Jesus Christ, tasked with the work of following in His footsteps day by day and sharing the Gospel
message with all those around us.

In our second reading from the Acts of the Apostles, St. Peter gives us a glimpse of the person of Jesus we should
imitate. “He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” We must live our
lives like Jesus, seeking to do good to everyone we encounter; not just those in our inner circle of family and friends, but
everyone in our community since the Father loves us all and Jesus sought out everyone with His saving message.

In the Gospel passage from Matthew, we see yet another aspect of Jesus in
action, this time as he humbly stands before John to be baptized by him. What
humility and what willingness to unite Himself to us our Lord demonstrates by this
act. We can do no less as we live out our daily lives as his disciples.

And when we do strive with all our might to live out our Baptismal call to Christian
stewardship, we will experience the deep honor of knowing that we, too, are

God'’s “beloved” sons and daughters “with whom He is well-pleased.”

Perpetual Adoration Homilist

We will have a special weekend homilist, Fr.
David Wathen, O.F.M., this weekend, January
10/11, 2026, that will be speaking on the topic
of Adoration.

Fr. David Wathen, O.F.M., a member of the
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land. Our
Franciscan province has as its mission the care
of the Christian shrines in the Holy Land and the
pastoral care of the local Christians in that same
land. | professed my solemn vows in
Washington, D.C. in our monastery church on
September 1, 1985, and was ordained a priest in
the same church on May 22, 1999, by Cardinal
Hickey. The Holy Land was my home for nine
years, including three years in Bethlehem, three
years in Jerusalem, and almost three years in
Tiberias. For most of the last 35 years, | have
been organizing and guiding pilgrimages to the
Holy Land and Europe. Presently, I'm the
director of the pilgrimage office at the
Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land in
Washington, D.C.

Our Catholic Appeal

Please get ready for our new donations / pledges
to our annual Diocesan Catholic Appeal.

This year’s parish assessment has been revised
from $184,191 to $331,773.

This is a major increase for our parish. The
increase is due to the fact that this past year we
paid $541,499 less to our Catholic schools,
especially to T.C., because of the scholarships
available to each family from the state. All funds
paid by the parish to our Catholic schools are
deducted by the Diocese from our total offertory
collection.

We pay 20% assessment on the remainder and,
this year, that comes out to $331,773.

So we need all of you to pray about your donation
(pledge) to our Catholic Appeal. Especially this year
so we can make our assessment of $331,773.

Together we can do it. With God on our side and
you listening to God, it will happen.

Thanks.

Heroes save lives

all year long.

Make a difference in 2026.
Give blood!
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church

January 11t
8:00am-3:00pm

LifeSouth sweatshirt
for all blood donors!

$40 e-gift card and
sweatshirt for all
platelet and double
red cell donors.

January is National Blood Donor Month.

LIFES®UTH FREE

Community Blood Centers DIABETES A1C
TEST FOR ALL
DONORS!




OVLIFE TEEN

Sunday, January 11th—Life Teen Spring Kickoff!
Start the new year right with friends, games, food,
and more! Life Teen is kicking off the new year
together, and we want you to join us. Tonight is a
great opportunity to bring a friend!

Sunday, January 17/18th— Antioch Retreat
weekend! Registration ends on January 11, 2026.

READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK
Is 49:3, 5-6

Cor 1:1-3 k@
S~

Jn 1:29-34

Bible Study—Mondays 6:30pm

Happy New Year bible scholars. We will begin our
2026 studies with an in depth study of our blessed
Mother Mary. It’s produced by the Augustine
Institute and presented by Dr. Brant Pitre. It’s called
“Mary—The Bible and the Mother of God.” It's a 4
week study. Each session is about 70 minutes. Dr.
Pitre presents clear and easily understood
explanations about the life and identity of Mary—
New Eve, New Ark, Mother of Messiah, Queen
Mother, Perpetual Virgin, Mother of Sorrows, and
the New Rachael.

We meet in the K of C hall every Monday and start at
6:30pm. Come and join us. You will come away with
a better perspective of our Most Holy Mother and
greatest intercessor.

JOIN US FOR

Knights of Columbus Breakfast

The Knights of Columbus invites you to attend
the breakfast after the 7:10am and 8:45am Mass
on the second Sunday of each month, the next
one will be this Sunday, January 11.

The meal consists of scrambled eggs, bacon,
sausage, pancakes, biscuits

and gravy, three different ‘

iui a
juices and coffee. All you can S
eat for only $6.00 and $3.00 Qu&”_. th
for children under 10. Ciad

Marriage Preparation

Preparing for the

sacrament of marriage?

Saturday, February 7 is

the date for the next

Blessed Trinity Pre-Cana

Marriage Preparation program. The
program runs from 8:00am to 5:00pm in
the King of Kings building at Blessed Trinity
and includes continental breakfast and
lunch. Cost is S50 per couple.

Register on the Blessed Trinity website,
www.blessedtrinity.org under sacraments.

Please note: the next Pre-Cana program
will be Saturday, April 25.

January 10/ 11:

January 17 /18: In memory of Herbert, Dorothy
& Elizabeth Hurley
from Jane Hurley

Please call the Church Office at 629.8092 x3201 if
you would like more information
on placing flowers on the altar.

8‘ Joyful Again, Orlando! Retreat
For

Widows and Widowers
February 28 to March 1, 2026
San Pedro Retreat Center
95 Bishop Grady Lane
Winter Park, FL 32792

This retreat is especially designed to help
the widowed (6 months or more)
to find hope & joy again.

Space is limited — register early.

Call: Debra at 609-902-9760 or Rita at 352-
239-2523 for more information.

~_SAVE -
o P
— DATE -

19th Annual Chili Dinner

Saturday, February 14th, 3pm—6pm
Drive-thru ONLY
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church—Parish Hall
$5.00
Red and white chicken chili served in 12-ounce
cups will be ready for pick-up outside the
parish hall. Tickets can be purchased in
advance in the church office.

All donations are tax deductible.

Blessed Trinity Parish Council

The Blessed Trinity Parish Council is a group of nine
to fifteen adult parishioners. Council members are
elected or appointed for a 3-year term and may be
appointed to one additional 3-year term.

The Parish Council members strive to embody the
stewardship way of life, guiding and serving our
Blessed Trinity community with its Pastor. Our
purpose is to enable the parish community to carry
out the mission statement. We help coordinate the
ministry efforts of the parish, organize parish-wide
events, and serve as a communication hub for the
ministries and parish staff.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January
13", 2026.

If you are interested in getting to know more about
the parish council, please let us know:

Bill Kennedy, President —
bill.kennedy@ matteigroup.com

Gisela Salas, Vice-President — drgsalas@gmail.com

Emily Vey, Secretary- terrorqueen@cox.net




Perpetual Adoration
The following hours need to be filled:
Sundays: 2:00am - 3:00am

Monday, Jan 12 7:10am  Lyris Pollard t Sundays: Midnight - Mondays 1:00am
5:30pm  Joanne Everard t

Mondays: 1:00am - 2:00am

Tuesday, Jan 13 7:10am  Ben Drongosky 1 Mondavs: 2:00 3:00
5:30pm  Roberta Germain t ondays: S0am - :70am
Wed, Jan 14 7:10am  Ssemudo Family L/D Tuesdays: 3:00am - 4:00am

7718, 2026

8:15am  Joanne Everard t Thursdays: 11:00pm - Midnight ‘T&Wg/ opw SUN

5:30pm  Carlos Alberto
Marriaga t

Thursday, Jan 15 7:10am  Fitzgerald H. Pollard 1
5:30pm  O’Brien-Rothfusz

A S AT S EWNDR 6:3

Also in need of substitutes, especially between RETREAT BEG! NS 9A
Midnight and 5:00am = .

Our stewardship way of life here at BT encourages

. ’ BLESSED TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH
each family to commit one hour a week to the

5 SE17ZTH STREET OCALA, FL 3447

Families L/D adoration chapel; please prayerfully consider this
Friday, Jan 16 7:10am  Helen Arca t ministry’s needs and if you are unable to serve, please
5:30pm  Elizabeth Hurley t pray that God will send individuals to sustain this core COST PER STUDENT: $40 (INCLUDES 4 MEALYS)
ministry, here at Blessed Trinity. SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE,L CONTACT LYDIA ROSS

Saturday, Jan 17 8:00am  Marilyn Clayton t

The Lord looks forward to your visit!
4:00pm Joanne Everard t

6:00pm Angel Luis Rodriguez t Please see the list of hours, which is in the Vestibule,
on the counter near the staircase, that need one more
Sunday, Jan 18 7:10am  Fran Garcia T adorer.
8:45am  Maria Eugenia ) )
p n For your special hour of praise before the Blessed CONTACT: LYDIA ROSS, LROSS@BLESSEDTRINITY.ORG
. avon Sacrament call or email: Carol Blackstock 352-622-7348
11:00am  Teresa McGreevey f or 352-425-8638, carolblackstock@gmail.com.
1:00pm  Spanish Community . ) _ _
5:00pm  O’Brien-Rothfusz People asl'< me: ‘What lel convert America and save STEVWARDSHIP OF TREASURE ~ WEEKLY OFFERINGS
Families L/D the world?’ My answer is prayer. What we need is for
every parish to come before Jesus in the Blessed Weekly Offering January 4, 2026
Sacrament in holy hours of prayer.” Weekend Total: 481 $ 28,964.00 Year to date collection: $ 2,024,985.46
. . - St. Mother Teresa
Please pray for Linnea Ellis, Donald Dowd, Ken Todd, Electronic Offering Total: 414 $ 56,555.99
Germaine Charles, Marina Pedraza, Carmen Ramos and
William Marren who have recently passed away. Loose Cash / Votives Total: S 2,107.00 Year to date budget:  $2,316,357.00
ADS OF THE WEEK , -
School Mass Offering: S 0.00 Year to date deficit: ~ ($291,371.54)
Mus:elh Law Firm Non Sunday: 30 $ 5,237.00
ocalalawyer.com .
Grand Total for Week: 92,863.99 Solemnity of Mary: $7,340.31
352.732.0600 > Y Vi
Mobile Device Givi Amount needed for Operating Expenses:$S 85,791.00 Seminarians: $2,363.00
oplie bevice Givin 1
Scan the QR code to donate Www.perspective3000.com
online 352.307.4250 “Thank you for your donations.”
Reminder: Do your best to put your envelope number on the “memo” line of your check.
Thank you for your donation! Please see our.Ads at the back for all
our business supporters.




Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response—Reflections from Bishop Sylvester Ryan

Bishop Sylvester Ryan has deep roots in the Catholic stewardship movement. And when he speaks of the
bishops’ pastoral letter, Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, he describes it as “poetry” and adds: “The
pastoral letter never gets old.” Why?

“It’s one of the most powerful expressions of a disciple’s journey as it relates to stewardship,” said the tall,
silver-haired bishop emeritus of the Diocese of Monterey, California. And to be on a disciple’s journey is a
life-changing and all-consuming thing.

“A disciple is one willing to surrender himself for the sake of others,” Bishop Ryan said. “Jesus is the
example of discipleship, the example of one who dies to self. Stewards are always in the process of
emptying ourselves.”

Bishop Ryan was in attendance at the bishops’ meeting where the pastoral was approved, and later served
as the chairman of the stewardship sub-committee for the bishops’ conference for eight years. He has
warm memories of the man who inspired the document, Archbishop Thomas Murphy of Seattle.

“He came to the conference and said, ‘we bishops need to develop a spirituality of giving which offers a
biblical concept of stewardship.” He describes Archbishop Murphy as “one of the most charismatic men
I’'ve ever met. He had a great simplicity. He never had to be the center of attention.”

Bishop Ryan said the pastoral letter on stewardship influenced him greatly. “It gave me a way of looking at
life that made sense, that provided purpose. Each of us has gifts that are indispensable, even when they are
limited.”

Bishop Ryan’s own discipleship journey began in high school, where he recalls a “scary” librarian, who, if
she didn’t see a book in your hand, would thrust one upon you. One day, seeing him idle, she forced into
his hands a biography of St. Damien of Molokai, the priest who lived in Hawaii among those afflicted with
leprosy and later died of that disease. The book changed his life. “The thing that touched me was the
moment he put his foot into a hot bucket and didn’t feel it. The next Sunday, he began his homily, ‘We
lepers...””

That sense of accompaniment, of being present to people on their discipleship journeys, has never left
Bishop Ryan and has inspired his own vocation. Although officially retired, he has spoken about
stewardship. He especially likes to weave stewardship into his confirmation homilies, a topic he said is “so
vital to that sacrament.” And he loves to remind people that “once one ' “\
chooses to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, stewardship is not an option.”

Before his retirement, he and Bishop Robert Morneau of Green Bay,
Wisconsin, one of the authors of the pastoral, would travel to seminaries to
teach young men in formation about stewardship. Bishop Ryan said he would
“love” to see that emphasis again. “Stewardship is powerful in changing
parish life,” he said.

Stewardship Saint for January—Saint Thomas Aquinas,
Doctor of the Church

Thomas Aquinas, a Dominican friar and a Doctor of the Church, is one
of the greatest and most influential theologians in the entire history of
the church.

Born near the small town of Aquino in 1225, Thomas was educated at
the Benedictine monastery at Monte Cassino and at the University of
Naples, where he first became acquainted with the writings of the
Greek philosopher Aristotle and the Muslim philosopher Averroes of
Cordoba.

He entered the Order of Preachers at age 19 over the strong
opposition of his family. His brothers were sent to kidnap him and they
held him in a castle for a year. Upon regaining his freedom, he traveled
to the University of Paris for further studies, and then to Cologne,
where he studied under Saint Albert the Great, during which time he
was ordained a priest. Saint Albert the Great predicted that one day Thomas “would be heard all over the
world.”

Thomas returned to Paris to teach and write and then was sent to other places including Rome where he
began writing his most famous work, the Summa Theologiae (Latin for “Synthesis of Theology”). His deep
immersion in Sacred Scripture fostered his desire to lead a life in complete fidelity to the gospel and to
cherish the guidance of the great Fathers of the Church, especially Saint Augustine and Saint Gregory the
Great.

His entire ministry as teacher and preacher was of giving to others what he had himself contemplated, which
was for him the highest of all activities when done out of charity (Summa Theologiae 2-2.188.6). It was this
same generosity of mind and heart that inspired him, against the opposition of many theologians and church
leaders of the time, to use extensively the works of any authors-whether Christian, Jewish, Muslim or
pagan-who might lead him to the truth.

Notwithstanding Thomas’s great intellectual acumen, he was universally admired for his modesty and
humility and for his prayer life and spiritual insights. He once wrote: “The ultimate human knowledge of God
is to know that we do not know God and insofar as we know, what God is transcends all that we understand
of God.”

On the feast of St. Nicholas, December 6, 1273 he experienced a beatific vision. He suddenly stopped all of
his writing and is said to have made this famous statement: “All | have written seems to me like straw
compared with what | have seen and what has been revealed to me.”

Invited to the Second Council of Lyons in 1274 he decided to visit his relatives enroute between Naples and
Rome. He became acutely debilitated when he reached them, perhaps as the result of a major stroke. He
asked to be taken to a nearby monastery where he died on March 7, 1274 at age 49.

Thomas was canonized in 1323, less than fifty years after his death. He was declared a Doctor of the Church
in 1567. Pope Leo XIlI, in his encyclical Aeterni Patris (1879), commended Thomas’s thought to all students of
theology. The following year Thomas was named patron saint of Catholic universities. He is also patron saint
of students and booksellers; among others. His feast is January 28.
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