
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 
1 Peter 2:20-25 

 
Most of the time we emphasize the positive aspects of Christian living. 

The gospel is, primarily, a positive message. 

This is as it should be. 

It is the GOOD news about our God and what He has done with us and for us through 

His Son Jesus Christ who is presented to us today as Our Good Shepherd. 

The Acts of the Apostles reports how the apostles continued the work of the Good 

Shepherd. 

Jesus was and is a very positive person and our savior. 

He impacted the whole world primarily by His love. 

No force on earth is more positive than His. 

So, if you and I are going to live and preach the Christian gospel, our emphasis must 

continue to be on the positive side of life. 

Yet our reading today from 1st Peter reminds us that this is not the total story. 

When Peter wrote this he was probably old and remembering days when he shared 

and observed the earthly ministry of Jesus. 

What he remembered may be a bit surprising to us. 

What would be your first memory that comes to mind if you had been there with 

Jesus?  Possibly something very positive. 

For Peter it was: “When He was insulted, He returned no insult, when He was made to 

suffer, He did not counter with threats.” 

That’s surprising!  Peter walked and worked with Jesus and the first thing he 

remembers about Jesus is something He did not do. 

Surprising!  Maybe not. 

The night before Jesus was arrested Peter was the man who drew his sword and 

slashed off the guard’s ear. 

Later, beside a bonfire, Peter exploded at some of the bystanders who suggested he 

was one of Jesus’ friends. 

Peter had an explosive, volatile temper. 

It was not in his nature to turn the other cheek. 

He must have listened in disbelief when Jesus told His disciples to do that. 

Then he must have been amazed when Jesus actually did that. 

So, for Peter, the most unforgettable fact of Calvary was what Jesus did not do – 

“When He was insulted, He returned no insult, when He was made to suffer, He did 

not counter with threats.”   



In this age of positive thinking you and I need to remember there is also a negative side 

to great character. 

What we do not do, says a great deal about who we are. 

We may not be able to live up to how Jesus reacted to hostility but certainly we can 

admire it and strive toward it. 

He did not answer anger with anger, or violence with violence. 

When we reflect on how Jesus dealt with anger or hostility, we have to wonder about 

how we react at times: 

“Sure, I get upset easily but I get over it!” or “I just blow up, speaking my mind and 

that’s the end of it!” 

Again, like Jesus, what we do not do, says a great deal about who we are! 

Great character, though primarily positive, also has a negative side to it. 

What we do not do also plays a significant role on what we ultimately become. 

If Jesus had gone with the cross to Calvary with angry threats and revengeful insults, 

then His crucifixion would have been no different from hundreds of others and it 

would have long since been forgotten. 

The young person who graduates from college is not simply the one who enrolled, he is 

also the one who does not drop out. 

The athletic team that wins is almost always one that never quits. 

The person who succeeds in business is, without exception, the one who does not give 

up. 

The person who makes a success of the Christian life is the person who makes a 

beginning and then faithfully follows the basic principles of Christian living. 

He or she is also the person who does not turn back. 

The point of this sermon is: 

Great character is within reach of all of us. 

Genius is not required. 

None of us can be all that Jesus was nor do all that He did. 

But we can really try to follow His example in this: “When He was insulted, He returned 

no insult, when He was made to suffer, He did not counter with threats.”   

All of us could strive to leave that kind of legacy. 

Great character cannot be built on negatives alone, but neither can it be built without 

a few. 

The things we do not do ultimately play a major role in who we are and what legacy we 

leave. 

  

   


