
EASTER 
 

Happy Easter to all of you. 
No matter what we have endured these past few weeks and will endure over the 
next several weeks, let us remember that we are an Easter people. 
The joy of Easter is celebrated not only during this season 
of Easter but really it is celebrated every day of the year.  
Every time we celebrate Mass we participate in the 
sacrifice death and resurrection of Christ. 
As St. Paul says, we die with Christ and rise with Him in 
the Holy Spirit. 
We are transformed into new creations.  We are renewed. 
For us, Christian stewards, each day is a new dawn for 
living the light of Christ. 
There is so much about dying and rising with Christ that 
we do not know. 
But as stewards of God’s love we are always open to learning more. 
We are open to being called out of our fears and anxieties and into the light of 
faith. 
Easter is a good time to reflect on how we can rise above tensions and troubles 
and still experience the joy of Christ’s peace. 
One problem I would like to deal with a little more fully is the problem of evil and 
suffering. 
 
The Problem of Evil & Suffering 
Evil and suffering is all around us. 
It is even within us. 
It is really not that hard to find. 
All we need to do is open our eyes and ears. 
It is important to distinguish between moral and physical evil. 
A moral evil is something caused by the misuse of our free will. 
We make a choice against what is good. 
We often end up causing harm to innocent people. 
Physical evil includes such things as the coronavirus, cancer, natural disasters, all 
kinds of sickness and death. 
We can fight against these kinds of evils, but in some cases, such as coronavirus 
and natural disasters we have little or no defense. 



And no matter how intelligent we might be, or how holy we might be, ultimately 
there is no rational answer to why evil and suffering exist. 
Many people cannot cope with not having an answer to this dilemma.  Many give 
up their faith in God because they cannot reconcile in their minds the existence of 
suffering with the existence of a loving God. 
God, who is the author of all mysteries and who is the creator of the human mind 
and heart, decided that what we really needed was not an intellectual answer to 
the problem of evil and suffering. 
We needed an answer to which everyone, no matter now intellectually gifted or 
deprived, could relate. 
So…God sent His son to endure evil and suffering. 
Jesus took on the human condition in the most perfect and absolute way. 
He not only went through life He also went through the door of death. 
He took on our sins and the suffering of the world. 
And instead of giving us a reasoned out answer to the problem of evil and 
suffering, He broke the bonds of death and rose again to an entirely new life. 
And so today, on this feast of Easter, we celebrate the greatest victory the world 
has ever known – the victory over evil, suffering and death. 
Today God wishes to speak most gently and powerfully to our hearts. 
In the midst of this virus, of suffering and troubles we are experiencing, there is 
the over riding and remarkable image of Jesus risen from the dead. 
We are always going to have some trouble with Easter. 
Because no matter how hard we try, the full meaning of what God does for us at 
Easter escapes us. 
There is absolutely nothing more important in our entire universe than the 
resurrection. 
Jesus, coming back from the dead, proclaims in the loudest possible voice that all 
is well. 
All suffering, all viruses, all pain, all unhappiness, all misery…these shall all pass. 
Satan thought he had won when Jesus died. 
He was smug in his so-called victory, smiling to himself having the last laugh and 
the last word. 
So he thought. 
Then God raised Jesus from the dead. 
Then life and salvation became the last words. 
Suffering and death do not have the last laugh. 



As sons and daughters of a loving God, we have the last laugh because it will be 
an eternal laugh in heaven. 
There we will be with the risen Christ for a laugh-in that will last forever. 
While we wait for that time what are we to do? 
As members of the Body of Christ we are to work towards bringing new life to 
those who are in most need of it. 
Resurrection and life are about loving and caring for one another. 
It is about feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, loving the most rejected, 
comforting and helping the sick, educating the ignorant, bringing dignity to every 
human life from conception to natural death. 
It is all about bringing the love and mercy of the risen Lord to all. 
Our responsibility is clear. 
As people of the resurrection we are to join hands with Christ and with one 
another to bring new life to our own lives and to all others that we can reach out 
to who need new life. 
So, it is most fitting today that we now renew our baptismal promises. 
And as we renew these promises, I pray it will allow all of us to begin once again 
to live our lives in freedom and peace. 
A joyous Easter to all. 
 
  
 
 
 


