
Recently Fr. Pat and about 20 parishioners returned from Blessed Trinity’s annual mission to Nalweyo, 

Uganda, the site of BT’s sister parish. Since most of the BT family likely will not see God’s work there, 

except in pictures, we’ll share how far this journey has come. 

 

The mission to Nalweyo began in 2004, after BT 

third-grade teacher Jenny Bullard (now Burzotta, 

our former director of religious education) kept 

inquiring of Sr. Juliet about her community in her 

native Uganda. Sr. Juliet shared a photo of her 

parish: a doorless shed-sized, rickety-looking 

building made of sticks spread several inches apart.  

 

Supported by then-Principal Karen Murphy, the school began selling T-shirts for 25 cents to raise money 

to build a new church. Moved by the students’ interest, Fr. Pat contacted the bishop over the parish in 

Nalweyo about the project. He received enthusiastic approval, and a promise to rename the parish in 

honor of Blessed Trinity Ocala. 

 

Fr. Pat raised the money by combining local fund-raising from the school and the church. In June 2004, he 

led a group of 16 to 

visit Nalweyo for the 

first time. They spent 

10 days visiting the 

community.  During 

their visit the new 

church, now half built, 

was blessed by Bishop 

Deogratis of the Hoima 

diocese. They returned 

not only sure that God 

had called them to aid 

Sr. Juliet’s people, but 

with a list of things 

that were needed in 
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the future. 

 

That list began with 

additional land for 

more facilities, which 

first included finishing 

the church, as well as 

a rectory, a school, a 

convent, a generator, 

a well, and a health 

clinic. 

 

Early on, between 

visits from the parish 

group, parishioners Jack and Barbara Spencer took the lead in overseeing the work in Nalweyo. During 

their first six-month stint, the church and rectory, which included the first indoor restroom in Nalweyo, 

and an elevated water tank were completed. By the time the Spencers returned to Ocala from their 2006 

tour in Nalweyo, four classrooms were built, as were additional restrooms and water tanks for the school 

and church staff and 22 new pews for the church. 

 

By the time Fr. Pat took a second delegation to 

Nalweyo in 2007, the St. Nicholas Center, a staff 

house, was built, and the students had received 

school uniforms and supplies from BT Ocala. Within 

another two years, BT Ocala had sent Nalweyo a 

shipping container with 17 tons of supplies, the 

medical clinic there was open, and a school office 

was added. Fr. Pat and the team also began visiting 

Nalweyo’s then 21 “sub-parishes” to learn of their 

needs. They help make up the parish, which overall 

served 20,000 people at that time.   

 

See next week for Part II of 

this insert! 

St. Nicholas House under contruction, circa 2006 

 

Arrival of shipping container in August 2009 


