
Mission trips to Uganda were becoming very popular 

with the result that groups went every year.  Many of 

those who signed up to go did not have the money 

to pay their way but they raised the funds through 

appeals from the pulpit, selling Krispy Kreme donuts, 

and holding bake sales or t-shirt sales. 

By the time the group that went in 2013 arrived, the 

construction of a high school had begun, named 

Trinity Catholic High School.  The elementary 

school had dormitories to accommodate 

almost 170 boarders from the community. 

 

Over the past five years, those on the 

mission have noted the broadening of its 

scope. From the original list, the convent is 

finished, as are administrative offices and a 

computer lab for school faculty. Nalweyo 

also has acquired an orphanage. The mission 

also has sought to reach further into the sub-

parishes -- of which there are now 30, up 

from 17 in 2004 -- with churches of their own, wells for fresh water, water tanks, and future plans for 

their own schools.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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Trinity Catholic High School Nalweyo under construction in 2013 



 

 

Admit it: most of us couldn’t find 

Nalweyo on a map. But if you wanted 

to, you would see one example of 

Blessed Trinity’s influence in this 

remote, far-off place in East Central 

Africa. Google Nalweyo, Uganda, and most likely the algorithms will kick up a map of the area, with 

Blessed Trinity Church Nalweyo prominently displayed. It is a reminder of something Fr. Pat wrote to the 

parish way back in 2004.  

 

“It is always amazing to me where the Holy Spirit leads 

a person or a community when the Holy Spirit is given 

an opening. I doubt any of us had the vaguest notion 

that a small idea to get involved with a stick church in a 

country we knew so little about could mushroom into 

the flowering spiritually-based flourishing relationship 

that now exists between our two parishes. We give 

God the glory.” 

 

That was 14 years ago, and as the Holy Spirit has blessed and guided our parish in supporting this mission, 

that relationship, like Blessed Trinity Nalweyo itself, has only blossomed in an unbelievable way. The 

community has come a long way from that one simple stick church, and so, yes, to God be the glory.  
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Our Lady of Knock 2016 

 


