
“In me you have found your next future 

priest!” This was my full hearted YES to God at 

the Easter Vigil on April 3, 2010, at just 16 

years of age. At this moment I knew my life 

would never be the same. Little did I know 

that receiving a calling to the Priesthood of 

Jesus Christ is not only a vocation, but a gift! 

With tears streaming down my face and 

looking at my hands, I questioned, “Who am I, 

that my savior would dwell within me and 

enter this world through the consecration of 

the Holy Eucharist.”  

 

As we celebrate the fifty year 

anniversary of the Diocese of 

Orlando, it is with great joy and 

excitement that I tell you we 

currently have 30 seminarians 

studying to become future priests! 

It is a journey of 9 years total to 

form a man for the order of 

Priesthood, earning him both a 

Bachelors Degree in Arts of 

Philosophy and a Masters Degree 

in Divinity. We celebrate the great blessing on sending our men to two seminaries which 

house the seminarians: St. John Vianney College Seminary and St. Vincent de Paul 

Regional Seminary.  

Vocations 



One day I asked God “Who am I to become?” And His response was, “Look into My Heart, 

for My Sacred Heart is a revelation of who you are to become.” God calls His future priests 

to be Christ-like, to be good shepherds instilled with hearts of a servant, expanding it to 

love others as Christ loved us. 

We strive to achieve 

excellence in bringing God to 

our people. I can attest to 

great things of my brothers in 

formation, as we are preparing 

for the mission of a lifetime, to 

receive Christ, to become like 

Christ, and to bring forth 

Christ to all nations as Jesus 

sent His apostles.  

 

It has been an amazing experience living out 7 years of formation, in particular my 

Pastoral Year Internship at Blessed Trinity Parish. One of my greatest blessings I’ve 

received this year, has been 

witnessing a glimpse of my 

future spiritual fatherhood. 

This parish community has 

blessed me with the gift of 

assisting me in helping me 

grow into a “Priest of the 

People.” And it is with great joy 

that I grant you the gift of my 

life of service.  I lay down my 

life freely to participate in the Priesthood of Jesus Christ so that you all may have Christ, 

who brings us home to the Father, dwell within each of you .  

 

In Our Risen Lord, Ricky Salgado  


