
Catholic Heart Work Camp (CHWC) Mission Trips — by Jane Hoesterey 

Blessed Trinity has participated in five Catholic Heart Work Camps.    We started with a group of seven on 
the first trip, with the last three groups being about twenty.  Our first camp was in Charlotte, NC in 2013, 
followed by camps in Tampa, Atlanta, Jacksonville, and Hardeeville, SC.  The trips began out of my desire 
to show teens the ‘mission’ needs in our own country and from some parents expressing that they 
wished there were ‘local’ mission trip options, before they sent their kids on foreign mission trips.  
Although we could find countless needs within our own community, sometimes taking a ‘trip’ to serve, 
adds a bit more excitement to young teens.   

Catholic Heart Work Camp started in 1993 in 
Orlando with 100 participants and has grown to 
over 13,000 serving in 2017 throughout the 
United States.  Per the CHWC website, it is all 
about “SERVICE, CONNECTION and LOVING 
OTHERS.  ….It is a “youth friendly Christ 
centered Week of caring for others.” In 
partnering with social service agencies, CHWC 
provides service opportunities to help those 
with various needs in the community. Camps 
are primarily open to those going into 9th grade 
and up.  

Camps are held in a high school, with 
participants sleeping in classrooms. The 
participants are placed in work crews that are a 
mix of teens from the different groups 
represented at camp. This gives the teens a 
chance to mingle with teens from other parish 
groups and schools at the camp. The work 
crews travel to their worksites during the day.   
On past trips, our teens have been involved in 
repairing fences, cleaning, indoor and outdoor 
painting, pressure washing, planting a 
vegetable garden for a food bank, landscaping, 
cleaning up yard debris, helping with a kids 
carnival for a children’s home, visiting people in 
their homes, washing windows, playing 

basketball with underserved kids, assisting in homes for the disabled, organizing food pantries, sorting 
clothing donations, and serving in soup kitchens. The morning and evening programs at these camps 
are high energy, youth friendly, and very supportive of the Catholic Church and its teachings.  Besides 
fun and games, evening programs always include a music and worship service followed by a witness 
talk by one of the summer staff team members.  During the camps, students attend daily Mass, have 
the option for Rosary every evening, and the opportunity to celebrate the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 

Each work camp definitely has its own flavor, depending on the work sites and the work camp staff 
team.  Some camps the teens have enjoyed more than others.  However what our groups have 
enjoyed the most are the evening programs and getting to mix with other teens in work crews during 
the day.  Yes we come back tired, but always feel refreshed in our faith!  



Covenant Mission Team — by Phil Brescia 

The Blessed Trinity Covenant Mission team was started by the Mcbride family in 1996. They would make 
annual trips to Belize where they would build and repair playgrounds as well as hold Bible School. They 
chose Belize because it is an English-speaking nation. The Geddings, who took over the ministry from the 
McBride’s, went to Belize for the first time in 1999. The team continued these annual trips there until 
2002.  

2003-2005, worked in Honduras with an American 
nun who was running a school that taught cos-
metology and sewing.  

2006, traveled to Costa Rica with parishioner Tom 
Ranieri, who runs a business there. 

2007-2008, went to Jarabacoa in the Dominican Re-
public because a team member had family there.  
Assisted in transforming a school building into a 
church. 

2009, returned to another village in Costa Rica and 
helped provide a “kitchen”/parish hall for fellowship. 

2010, traveled to El Salvador with Fr. Pedro Zapata.  Father knew a fellow priest who needed a con-
crete floor laid in his church.  We also built pews for the church. 

2011, went to Columbia with Fr. Pedro to assist another priest with painting the rectory, building pews 
and renovating the priest’s office. 

2012, went to Panama.  The team was 
so large this year that it split into 
two groups. One group assisted with 
the main church renovation and the 
other helped to expand a nearby 
mission church.  

2013-2014, the team traveled to Haiti 
where we encountered poverty on a 
new level.  Our focus on both of 
those trips was to build pews for the 
church and to paint. 

2015-2016, we returned to Belize and were welcomed back as old friends. Our tasks included painting, 
building pews, and pouring concrete floors. 

2017, we returned to Costa Rica with Tom Ranieri’s assistance.  Fr. Zbigniew 
accompanied the team. We constructed an addition to the church that 
would become bathrooms, and dug in a septic tank and drain field.   

The team hopes to return to Costa Rica again this year. In the town of Pavones 
there is a small primary school that is in danger of being destroyed by landslides, 
and a mission church that is in need of much repair. Our mission statement is to 
“spread God’s word everywhere the Son shines.” Needless to say, there is plenty 
of opportunity! 

Our team has had great success over the years helping communities, schools, 
parishes and individuals. None of this could have been accomplished without the 
generosity of the Blessed Trinity Parish. Thank you for your many years of support! 


