
The African-American community has a significant place in the history of Blessed Trinity Catholic Church. Ms. 

Sheron Greene, now in her 70s, still lives in West Ocala, and she recalls the rich place that Blessed Trinity 

played in her life and the lives of her friends and family. Ms. Hercules Adams, 67, also of Ocala, has similar 

memories. 

Monsignor George Cummings, as reported in Jane 

Quinn’s book, Catholics of Marion County, recalled the 

diocesan mission in West Ocala in the 1950s. Fr. Paul 

Couming said Mass there for a few years, but the 

mission eventually was discontinued. 

One name that comes up again and again in 

conversations is John D. Cochran. By all accounts he 

played an outsized role in helping the African-American 

community of BT and bringing them to the faith. 

In the late 1940s he would travel to West Ocala in a mule-drawn wagon, pick up kids, and transport them to 

Catechism class on Saturday mornings and to Mass on Sundays. In later years, when Mr. Cochran had a truck, 

he would pile kids in and they would laugh when the 

vehicle rolled all the way down a hill when stopped at 

a stoplight on their way to church. 

Monsignor Cummings recalled accompanying 

Cochran on home visits. Some people were so poor 

that the men had to bring their own firewood. 

“Cochran was a bachelor, known among the black 

community as a white evangelist…,” Quinn reports. 

Ms. Greene was baptized in 1950 along with her 

sister and brother. Mr. Cochran was their Godfather. 

She remembers him as a loving, Christian man who 

was “a true Godfather.” 

Mr. Cochran helped Ms. Adams secure a scholarship 

to Mt. Providence Junior College in Baltimore, a two-

year school where Ms. Adams studied theology and  
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Fr. Redmond with John Cochran, Easter 1979 

Hercules Adams, left back row, with Fr. William Corry 

after being baptized in 1964. 



other courses. The school was operated by the Oblate Sisters of Providence, the first successful Roman 

Catholic sisterhood in the world established by women of African descent. Mr. Cochran’s sister met Ms. 

Adams at the train station in Baltimore.  

Mr. Cochran owned land near the site of what is now 

Trinity Catholic High School. He sold the land to Ocala Stud 

in the early 1970s. People around town remember him as a 

man who spoke his mind. 

Fr. Francis Smith, pastor of Blessed Trinity from 1966 to 

1976, said Mr. Cochran’s outreach to the African-American 

community was notable. “It was there when I got there 

and I supported it,” he recalled, adding that Mr. Cochran 

also was a supporter of Xavier University of Louisiana, a 

historically black school in New Orleans founded by St. 

Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. 

April 27, 1979, was declared John D. Cochran Day in the 

City of Ocala, to mark his 80th birthday. The proclamation, a 

framed copy of which still hangs inside the Knights of 

Columbus Hall on the BT campus, praises Mr. Cochran for a 

“lifetime of Christianity and service to his fellow 

man.” It says he lived a life of self-imposed 

poverty and was a fierce protector of the rights of 

the unborn. 

Mr. Cochran died on Aug. 12, 1983, at the age of 

94. He left a modest bequest to the Knights of 

Columbus, Council #5960, of which he was a 

member. The money, which has been 

supplemented with other funds through the 

years, is given in small installments, from time to 

time, as student scholarships. Anyone interested 

in obtaining a scholarship from the John Cochran 

Fund should contact the Knights of Columbus.  

John T. Cochran, January 1981 


